
Appeal to Head of Agency - CVPSA Board 
 
Dear CVPSA Board: 
 
Kim Cheney denied having any communications which corresponded to the record request below 
which was sent on Nov 14.  It is CVPSA’s responsibility to see that its board members adhere to 
Vermont public record request as stated below. Any communications on any subject/topic that has 
come before or might come before the CVPSA Board is subject to public record request.  No such 
communications are considered personal or private.  In several meetings, most recently one with 
Montpelier City Manager Bill Fraser, Barre Interim Fire Chief Joe Aldsworth, Montpelier Deputy 
Police Chief Eric Nordenson and myself; Kim has acknowledged communications between himself 
and legislators and Stephen Whitaker about Montpelier’s Capital Region DPS application. Legislators 
have stated having communications with Kim on these topics. I ask that board to direct Kim Cheney to 
render copies of any communications he has had on the topics and to the parties listed below.  
 
Regards, 
-Dona Bate 
 
Response to Nov 14th Record Request:  
Email from Kimberly Cheney Thu, Nov 17, 2022 at 11:06 AM To: Dona Bate  
 
Hello Dona. I have your public records request. I do not understand how I am personally subject to 1 
V.S.A 315 et sec. Nonetheless to answer your request:  
1. All communications I have had with members of CVPSA Board, have been previously sent to you 
with the understanding that they would be added to the web site. To the extent that I have 
communicated with individual members, I believe those are private. 2. and 3.  
 
As your letter to the Joint Fiscal Committee of November 9th says. The DPS grant and documents 
relating to it relate to the City of Montpelier. CVPSA has no operational responsibility and therefore 
any communications I have had about it, are not CVPSA business. That said, I have previously sent 
copies of my communications about the grant to Doug Hoyt, who I expect have given them to you.  
 
As to your remaining requests:  
1. Any communications I have had with Stephen Whitaker are private and do not relate to CVPSA. 
2. Doug Hoyt has copies of any communications I have had with Joint Fiscal Committee  
3. Correspondence with DPS - same answer as to ¶ 2-3 above 4, I assert a right to privacy in any 
communications I have had with Legislators since July 1, 2021.  
 
Mr. Kimberly B. Cheney  
4 Towne St. Montpelier, Vt, 05602  
802-272-3762 
 
Original Nov 14th Record Request from Dona Bate 
Kimberly Cheney  
4 Towne St  
Montpelier, VT 05602  
  
Nov 14, 2022  
  



Dear Mr. Cheney,  
   
You are an elected member of the CVPSA Board as per 24 VSA 901-8 (a).  As such you are subject to 
the provisions of 1 VSA 315-320, the public records law.  
   
Pursuant to statute, please provide copies of all written or electronic communications (such as   e-mails 
and text messages) related to:   
  

1. Central Vermont Public Safety Authority or individual members of the CVPSA Board;   
2. Vermont Legislative allocation of funds to regional public safety dispatch centers; including 

Capital Region (Barre, Capital Fire and Montpelier) request for funding;  
3. Montpelier (and Barre) telecommunications DPS grant application, the police departments or 

individual employees of the cities of Montpelier and Barre;  
  
between you and the following:  

   
1. Stephen Whitaker;  
2. Joint Fiscal Office or Committee (including messages to this office or committee          

members) where you were copied and, therefore, have possession);  
3. Any employee of the Department of Public Safety (including messages to these          

individuals where you were copied and, therefore, have possession); and  
4. Any Vermont Legislator (including messages to these individuals where you were         

copied and, therefore, have possession).  
   
This request is for all responsive records since July 1, 2021 to the present.  
   
Thank you,  

-  Dona Bate  
  
Dona Bate  
PO Box 776  
Montpelier, VT 05601  
  


	-  Dona Bate

